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Michael J. Broyde, “May a Convert be a Member of a Rabbinical Court of %
Conversion?”, Journal of Halacha and Contemporary Society, LIX (Pesach
5770/Spring, 2010), pp. 61-78.

Similar to chalitza, conversion is also a status-changing : 66 1yn x5nn vVsxn *°
event, which could explain why many scholars conclude that conversion and
chalitza follow the same requirements. In the case of chalitza, a Jew who is a
convert is ineligible and even the child of a convert is ineligible to serve on
the bet din - regardless of whether the widow having the chalitza done is a
convert herself. Unlike financial matters wherein some talmudic sources rule
that it is acceptable for a convert to judge his fellow convert, when it comes to
cases involving chalitza, no such leniencies apply. This distinction could be
understood as differentiating between cases that require the dayanim serving
on the bet din to make a halachic judgment as compared with cases where the

dayanim serve as witnesses in order to officially document what occurred.
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